


Letters
from the

War

Letters written by G. Duncan Wimpress, Jr. 
while serving in the U.S. Army during World 

War II.



Assembled by Angie and Gordon D. Wimpress III
Cover art by Jonathan Huston



 Th is book is a collection of letters found among my father’s possessions after he passed 
away in January 2014.  Th ey had been kept bundled together, likely not having been read since 
they were fi rst received.  Most of the letters are addressed to my father’s aunt Helen Waldo, with 
two exceptions: the fi rst and last letters in the series were written to his parents, Maude and 
Gordon Wimpress, Sr.  

 Th e paper these letters were written on had become quite yellowed, and often folded or 
damaged, with the ink showing through from the other side in many instances.  We tried to 
scan them well, and add brightness and contrast to make them more readable.  Angie did all the 
scanning, and was a huge force behind getting this book done.

 Th e letters begin having been written while Dad was training in New York state, in 1943.  
As they progress, they are sent from where he was later stationed: in Maryland, then in England.  
Later, they are written from the fi eld after he landed in France in 1944.  Th e countries of origin 
progress through to Belgium, Holland and Germany.  Finally, happily, the letters end with his 
having received orders to ship back to the U.S. after the war had ended in 1945.  Dates when the 
letters were postmarked are inserted at the top of each letter.  

 Th ese letters off er a glimpse of a soldier’s life during wartime, as well as a wonderful 
example of my father’s personality as a young man.  In them, he is unable to talk about much of 
his mission itself, for strategic purposes.  But also he tries to put on a positive face in much of 
his correspondence with his beloved Aunt Helen, or “At”, as he called her.  Still, the diffi  culties 
he and all the soldiers faced come through clear enough.  

 I’m glad to have the opportunity to bring these letters to light, some 70 years after they 
were written.  My father was a war hero and awarded the Bronze Star for heroism during the 
time when these letters were sent.  I hope this document helps pay tribute to his amazing life.

Gordon Duncan Wimpress III
December 2014





Oct. 19, 1943
Fordham, New York







Nov. 15, 1943





Dec. 3, 1943





Dec. 7, 1943







Dec. 10, 1943



Dec. 17, 1943





Dec. 28, 1943





Jan. 6, 1944



Jan. 22, 1944



Jan. 29, 1944



Feb. 9, 1944

Camp Ritchie, Maryland



Feb. 14, 1944



Feb. 29, 1944





Apr. 4, 1944





May 1, 1944



May 27, 1944
London, England



June 3, 1944





July 25, 1944
England



Aug. 18, 1944
France







Aug. 23, 1944



Sept. 24, 1944





Oct. 3, 1944
Holland



Oct. 5, 1944







Oct. 16, 1944



Oct. 17, 1944







Oct. 21, 1944



Nov. 4, 1944







Nov. 20, 1944



Dec. 3, 1944
Germany







Dec. 28, 1944
Belgium









Jan. 4, 1945



Jan. 10, 1945





Jan. 26, 1945



Mar. 20, 1945
Germany



Mar. 31, 1945





Apr. 9, 1945
(Waldo was his brother who was killed in action 

while landing at Iwo Jima - G.)



Apr. 22, 1945



May 2, 1945





May 25, 1945





July 25, 1945





Sept. 11, 1945



Sept. 11, 1945



Dad’s Bronze Star


